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RESOLUTION #424

Title: Resolution of Support for the Soboba Band of Luisefio Indians’
Water and Land Rights Settlerent Negotiations and Support for the
Passage of Settlement Legislation

WEHEREAS, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians is a Federally-
recognized; and

WHEREAS, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Thdians believes that it
is important to protect and promote the tribal sovereign governmental
rights, the cultural identity, and the interests of federally recognized
tribes; and

WHEREAS, the Soboba Band of Luisefio Indians (Soboba Tribe) has
lived in the area alongside the San Jacinto River in California where
their reservation now exists since long before the Spaniards first
arrived in the vicinity in the 16™ century, and

WHEREAS, the Soboba Tribe built the first irrigation ditch in the San
Jacinto Valley, and when American settlers entered the valley in the
18608, the Soboba Tribe possessed a self-sustaining agricultural
economy, built upon the Tribe’s rich water resources; and

WHEREAS, the Soboba Tribe’s water supplies began disappearing
when the newcomers diverted water from the San Jacinto River and
built dams in upstreain tributaries; and

WHEREAS, by the dawn of the 20" century there was starvation in
what had been a lush region of grape vineyards, rows of melons, beans
and corn, and extensive orchards of peaches, pears, apricots, and
oranges, and

WHEREAS, in the 1930s the Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California dug a 13-mile tunnel through the San Jacinto Mountains,
abut 3.5 miles northwest of the Soboba Tribe’s reservation, which
pierced underground faults and fractures in the mountains that damned
large amounts of water underneath the reservation, causing
groundwater to flood into the tunnel and causing the springs, creeks,
and wells on the reservation to dry up; and
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