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RECENT SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ARSON FIRES PROMPT BONO TO INTRODUCE COMPRHENSIVE ARSON LEGISLATION
PALM SPRINGS, CA - As recent senseless acts of arson threatened the public safety of those in the Coachella Valley, Northern Orange County, and the Hollywood Hills, Congresswoman Mary Bono (CA-45) introduced legislation that establishes a comprehensive nation-wide network database that will track convicted arsonists. The Managing Arson Through Criminal History (MATCH) Act of 2007, H.R. 1759, will create a convicted arson registry whose guidelines and regulations will be issued by the United States Attorney General.

The bill, which was co-sponsored by Congressman Adam Schiff (CA-29) mandates that a convicted arsonist register and maintain current information in each jurisdiction where they reside and is an employee or student.

"I applaud the courageous men and women of our nation's fire and sheriff departments whose lives are threatened while trying to contain fires ignited by arsonists," stated Bono. "Our public safety, protected wilderness areas, and our homes are constantly being jeopardized by the horrific and unpredictable acts of arsonists. This legislation will provide our local and national public safety officers a comprehensive tool to strengthen the broader effort to prevent acts of arson."
“Firefighters have a tough enough job managing natural forest fires given California’s climate,” said Congressman Adam Schiff. “We need to do all we can to protect our wilderness areas, our homes and businesses, and the brave men and women who put their lives on the line to fight fires.  As a former federal prosecutor who handled arson cases among others, I believe the MATCH Act will provide law enforcement another resource to monitor convicted arsonists and help prevent the devastation caused by arson.”
Quickly garnering support from local law enforcement and fire authorities, the MATCH Act will require a criminal arsonist to inform a local jurisdiction of their personal information. If the convicted arsonist fails to comply with the statutes of H.R. 1759, they will incur a criminal penalty that includes a maximum term of imprisonment of more than one year.
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"Arson is one of the most difficult crimes to obtain a conviction," stated Chief Blake Goetz of the Palm Springs Fire Department. "Having a registry of convicted arsonists that is accurate and available to our fire and arson investigators will allow them to have the information they need to fully investigate and prosecute these insidious crimes. The MATCH Act will provide the tools necessary to protect our communities."
"This Bill sponsored by Congresswoman Bono will keep these modern day domestic terrorists who would seek to deny us of our environment, property or life from hiding and seeking refuge across state lines," said Chief Bill Soqui of the Cathedral City Fire Department. "It's a tool for our police and fire investigators to locate and account for individuals who have been convicted of these heinous crimes while conducting fire investigations in our communities."
"Arson is a hideous offense often against unsuspecting families," said Chief John Hawkins of the Riverside County Fire. "Arsonists often strike in the night hoping to affect their vengeful or financial purpose. This bill will greatly aid the identification, apprehension, arrest and prosecution of arson many of which are serial arsonists."
"Studies show that recidivism rates for the convicted arsonist range from 30 to 50 percent," said Fire Chief Chip Prather of the Orange County Fire Authority. "The Arson Registry will help to keep our community safer and assist arson investigators across the country in more quickly apprehending those lurking among us, seeking fame, fortune or 'pleasure' by setting fires.”
The MATCH Act also establishes the Criminal Arsonist Management Assistance Program, which ensures that jurisdictions have the necessary means to manage and maintain their local registry. Under this provision, the US Attorney General can award a grant to offset the costs of establishing or complying with arsonist registration and notification programs.
"Our communities should not have to suffer the loss of life or property as a result of an arson act," expressed Bono. "It is a tragedy that the horrendous murder of five brave US Forest Service employees during the Esperanza Fire was the result of a suspected arsonist. I am committed to continue working with local agencies and my colleagues in Congress to push this important public safety legislation forward."
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